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(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program No. 59.011, Small Business
Investment Companies)

Dated: May 23, 2000.
Don A. Christensen,
Associate Administrator for Investment.
[FR Doc. 00–13600 Filed 5–31–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025–01–P

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Request and
Comment Request

In compliance with Public Law 104–
13, the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, SSA is providing notice of its
information collections that require
submission to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB). SSA is soliciting
comments on the accuracy of the
agency’s burden estimate; the need for
the information; its practical utility;
ways to enhance its quality, utility and
clarity; and on ways to minimize burden
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

I. The information collections listed
below will be submitted to OMB within
60 days from the date of this notice.
Therefore, comments and
recommendations regarding the
information collections would be most
useful if received by the Agency within
60 days from the date of this
publication. Comments should be
directed to the SSA Reports Clearance
Officer at the address listed at the end
of this publication. You can obtain a
copy of the collection instruments by
calling the SSA Reports Clearance
Officer on (410) 965–4145, or by writing
to him at the address listed at the end
of this publication.

1. Request for Withdrawal of
Application—0960–0015. Form SSA–
521 is completed by the Social Security
Administration (SSA) when an
individual wishes to withdraw his or
her application for Social Security
benefits. The respondents are
individuals who wish to withdraw their
applications for benefits.

Number of Respondents: 100,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 5

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 8,333

hours.
2. Statement of Self-Employment

Income—0960–0046. SSA uses the
information on Form SSA–766 to
expedite the payment of Social Security
Benefits to an individual who is self-
employed and who is establishing

insured status in the current year. The
respondents are self-employed persons.

Number of Respondents: 5,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 5

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 417 hours.
3. Certification by Religious Group—

0960–0093. The data that SSA collects
via form SSA–1458 will be used to
determine if the religious group meets
the qualifications set out in section
1402(g) of the Internal Revenue Code
permitting its members to be exempt
from payment of certain Social Security
taxes. The respondents are
spokespersons for a religious group or
sect.

Number of Respondents: 180.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 15

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 45 hours.
4. You Can Make Your Payment by

Credit Card—0960–0462. Forms SSA–
4588 and SSA–4589 provide
information to SSA on the debtor’s
name, Social Security Number, credit
card number, the amount being paid
and the credit card type so that a
remittance can be credited to the
debtor’s account. The respondents are
Title II (Old-Age, Survivors and
Disbility Insurance) and Title XVI
(Supplemental Security Income)
debtors; and citizens requesting material
through SSA.

Number of Respondents: 19,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 5

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 1,583

hours.
5. Statement Regarding

Contributions—0960–0020. To
determine eligibility of child applicants
to Social Security benefits, SSA must
collect information about the source of
support and the amount of
contributions. SSA uses the form SSA–
783 for this purpose. The respondents
are individuals who provide
information to SSA about the child’s
sources of support.

Number of Respondents: 30,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 15

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 7,500

hours.
II. The information collections listed

below have been submitted to OMB for
clearance. Written comments and
recommendations on the information
collections would be most useful if
received within 30 days from the date
of this publication. Comments should be
directed to the SSA Reports Clearance

Officer and the OMB Desk Officer at the
addresses listed at the end of this
publication. You can obtain a copy of
the OMB clearance packages by calling
the SSA Reports Clearance Officer on
(410) 965–4145, or by writing to him.

Statement of Claimant or Other
Person—0960–0045. In special
situations when there is no standard
form or questionnaire, Form SSA–795 is
used by SSA to obtain information from
claimants or other persons having
knowledge of facts in connection with
claims for Social Security or
Supplementary Supplemental Security
Income. The information collected is
used to process claims for benefits. The
respondents are applicants for
SocialSecurity or Supplemental
Security Income benefits.

Number of Respondents: 305,500.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 15

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 76,375

hours.
(SSA Address) Social Security

Administration, DCFAM, Attn:
Frederick W. Brickenkamp, 6401
Security Blvd., Baltimore, MD 21235

(OMB Address) Office of Management
and Budget, OIRA, Attn: Desk Officer
for SSA, New Executive Office
Building, Room 10230, 725 17th St.,
NW, Washington, DC 20503
Dated: May 25, 2000.

Frederick W. Brickenkamp,
Reports Clearance Officer, Social Security
Administration.
[FR Doc. 00–13608 Filed 5–31–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4191–02–P

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY

Routine Maintenance of Electric
Generating Stations

AGENCY: Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA).
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: TVA is announcing the
availability of a technical report,
Routine Maintenance of Electric
Generating Stations (February 2000).
This report describes common practices
on the TVA electric power system and
elsewhere in the electric utility industry
that are necessary to maintain the
efficiency, reliability, and availability of
steam electric generating units.
ADDRESSES: A copy of this report may be
obtained by contacting Jerry L. Golden
at (423) 751–6779; email address:
jlgolden@tva.gov. TVA is currently
planning on posting this report on
TVA’s website www.tva.gov.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jerry
L. Golden, Manager Production
Technology, at (423) 751–6779.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Under section 14 of the TVA Act, 16

U.S.C. 831m, TVA is directed to collect
data and report on practices, methods,
facilities, and equipment and the
economic integration of plants and
systems ‘‘best suited to promote the
public interest, efficiency, and the wider
and more economical use of electric
energy.’’ In accordance with this
directive and authority, TVA reported
on its generating unit maintenance
practices and experiences in a report
entitled, TVA’s Power Plant
Maintenance Program, Philosophy and
Experience, T. H. Gladney and H. S. Fox
(April 1972). Today, TVA is announcing
the availability of an updated report on
utility maintenance practices, Routine
Maintenance of Electric Generating
Stations, Jerry L. Golden (February
2000).

Congress has tasked TVA with the
development and conservation of the
resources of the Tennessee Valley region
in order to foster the region’s economic
and social well-being. One component
of TVA’s regional resource development
program is the generation, transmission,
and sale of electric power. TVA’s
electric power system now serves
approximately 8 million people in parts
of seven southeastern states.

TVA has more than 65 years of
experience in maintaining various kinds
of power-generating technologies. These
technologies include hydro-electric
units, nuclear units, combustion
turbines, a pumped storage facility, and
11 coal-fired power plants. TVA’s coal-
fired power plants consist of 59 units
with a diverse mix of burner types and
configurations. The size of units
currently being operated ranges from
125 megawatts to 1,300 megawatts
(nameplate capacities). These boiler
types and sizes are typical for more than
90 percent of the coal-fired boiler fleet
in the United States. TVA’s February
2000 technical report describes common
utility maintenance practices and
philosophies and provides case studies
of a number of maintenance projects on
the TVA system and elsewhere.

Other Information and Report
Summary

A steam-electricity generating unit is
a complicated machine consisting of
thousands of separate parts and
components that must be operated
together in an integrated fashion to
produce electricity. Like any complex
mechanical system, a electricity-

generating unit may suffer impaired
performance caused by defects in design
or manufacture, extreme operating
conditions, normal wear of components,
or catastrophic failure. This impaired
mechanical performance affects the
economic performance of the unit and
employee safety. To ensure reliable
integration of the thousands of different
parts and continued reliable
performance, TVA and other electric
power systems must have an active
generating unit maintenance program.

Maintaining integrated operation of
all components is difficult because of
the large number of components and the
varying stresses on components. Failure
of a component can affect unit operating
efficiencies and can even prevent the
unit from operating at all. This is true
regardless of the size of the component.
A critical electric relay, sensing device,
or valve can shut a unit down as easily
as the failure of a unit component such
as an economizer or a reheater.

The maintenance, repair, and
replacement of unit components are
necessary to achieve reliable and safe
operation of a generating unit
throughout its useful life. To do this,
TVA and other electric utilities
routinely conduct maintenance
activities that are proactive, reactive,
and predictive. Proactive maintenance
practices try to forestall component
failure and degradation. This includes
such things as lubricating equipment,
replacement of fluids, and the regular
replacement of gaskets. Reactive
maintenance practices correct a
component failure or degradation when
it occurs. Such reactive maintenance
can be limited to specific component
elements, include surrounding or
adjacent elements that may have
suffered the same stress, or involve the
replacement of an entire component.
Predictive maintenance takes advantage
of the most recent advancements in
assessment and measurement
technologies. Through predictive
maintenance practices, TVA and other
utilities try to predict when a
component element or entire
component may fail or suffer
unacceptable degradation. Utilities then
replace elements and components in
advance of actual failure so that damage
to other components is reduced and
generating units are not suddenly lost.

It has been routine practice within
TVA and the utility industry for decades
to replace components and systems with
state-of-the-art equipment and materials
to ensure that the most reliable and
efficient equipment is used rather than
original equipment or components that
may not only be obsolete but no longer
even available on the market. TVA’s

1972 maintenance report described the
routine use of improved materials and
designs, and this practice continues
throughout the industry today.

TVA’s 2000 maintenance report
provides case studies of four typical
utility maintenance practices:
replacement of cyclones, reheaters,
economizers and forced draft fan
systems. Based on a review of data from
the TVA and other coal-fired utility
systems, TVA found that replacement of
cyclones occurred as early as 10 years
after initial operation of a unit to as late
as 37 years after initial operation.
Reheaters were replaced from 5 to 44
years after initial operation.
Economizers were replaced from 6 to 55
years after initial operation. The
conversion of forced draft fan systems to
balanced draft systems has occurred at
units from 4 to 36 years after initial
operation.

TVA concludes that components are
routinely replaced throughout the lives
of units and can occur very early after
initial operation of a unit. The many
factors that influence equipment or
component replacement include design
or fabrication errors, unanticipated
operating conditions, operational errors,
and technology advancements.

Dated: May 19, 2000.
Joseph R. Bynum,
Executive Vice President, Fossil Power Group.
[FR Doc. 00–13680 Filed 5–31–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8120–08–U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Highway Administration

Major Investment Study/Scoping
Process and Environmental Impact
Statement: Butler, Hamilton, Miami,
Montgomery, and Warren Counties,
Ohio and Kenton County, KY

AGENCY: Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), DOT in
conjunction with Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The FHWA is issuing this
notice to advise the public that the I–75
Corridor Major Investment Study (MIS)
will serve as the formal scoping process
for the preparation of one or more
environmental documents—
environmental assessment(s) (EA) and/
or environmental impact statement(s)
(EIS)—which may be prepared for
proposed transportation improvements
in one or more of the listed counties in
Ohio and Kentucky as detailed above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mark L. Vonder Embse, Urban Programs
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